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TOTO 


MOORE MAYOR. 


Martis: xxvi* die Septembris, 168% Aimnoque” 
Regni Regis Caroli Secundi _— &G 
Triceſn imo quart0. 


Fr S- Court doth deſire Mr. Richards 

ſon t@- print his Ss RK. M oo lately: 
preached at the: Guildball-Chappel', before 
the Lord: Mayor and. Aldermen of this 


City. 


Wagftaſte: 


To the Right Hoourable 


or JOHN MOORE, Ke- 
| Lord Mayor of the City of 


LONDON. 


My Eord ,. 
HE meavOpinion Fhad = thi n ight 
Compoſition# Where T preach*& it, re. 
 movd me far from any Approbenſions 
of an” Order to print it 5: but Your Loy dip, 
and the Honourable Court, to whons it & 
habitual to over-value all the Performances 
of Year Servants ,.. having. required the prin- 
ting of it ; T preſent you with-an honeſt, well. 
meant Sermon; and of. Which © ſhould deſpiſe 
from any Man- the Complement of a higher” 
Ebarafter. The Relation E ſtand: in to. Your 
Lordſhip, might put me under a temptations 
A 2 of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


of taking this Opportunity to mention ſome- 
thing that might look like Flattery ; but Your 
Lordſhip's Virtue ſurmounts the Poſſubility of 
it. To ſay that the Memorable Lord Mayor 


of Eighty two, Sir Joun Moore, 


is a Perſon moſt exemplarily Devout and 
Pious, Wiſe and Prudent, Obliging and Af- 
fable , Valiant and Loyal, were no more than 
for which T ſhould have all the boneft World 


my Vouchers. May God Almighty bleſs Your 


Lordſhip, and grant that this City may al- 
ways have ſuch a Magiſtrate to fill the Chair. 


Ta, | 
My Lotd, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
Servant and Chaplain , | 


Josrua RicmarpsoN. 
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Preach? before the Right Honourable the 


LORD MAYOR 


| Prov. XIV. 34- 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation : but Sin is 


a reproach to any People. 


HEN there is no Propenſity 
more prevailing in Humane 
| ' Nature, than the deſire of 


Honour and Eſteem, and there 1s ſcarce any 


thing which Men bear more Impatiently than 


the being rendred little and deſpicable ; when 


2 nice Reſentment of any Diminution does 
| B not 
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not only afſet ſome particular Perſons » but 
ſpreads it ſelf, like an Univerſal Genius , 
through whole Communities and Bodies Po- 
litic ; infomuch that the ſeveral Individuals 
do not \only agree to. defray every one his 
fhare of \he Charges, requiſire to ſupport the 
Dignity of the juſt Governments they live 
under, but are in fome Conſtitutions known 


willingly to ſubmit to many private Preſſures 


for the promoting of the Grandeur of the 
whole : things ſtanding thus, I fay, it might 
appear ſtrange and ſurpriſing that any ſociety 


of Men ſhould be generally vicious and de-. 
bauch*'d , when there is nothing more certain 


than that Virtue and Piety alone can render 


them vreat and conſiderable, and that by the 


fame degrees that they degenerate from the 
praQtice of Religion , they muſt neceſlarily 


fink and dwindle into-Contempt- among alt. 
that are round about *em, And yet, in an. 


Age that has reconciled almoſt all-Moral. Con- 
traditions , Experience does convince. us , 
that, whether. their Underſtandings are- more 
infatuated ., or their Wills more perverted , 


Men: 


—_— 
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Mer generally a in this matter. by wrong 
Meaſures, and purſue their moſt deſired End 
by falſe Means. Though Juftice and Integrity, 
Agreement. and Union, Fortitude and Mag- 
nanimity, Diligence and Induſtry, and the like 
Virtues, are the great Inftruments of advan- 
cing the Reputation of a Kingdom or State, 
yet while Men retain a ftrong delire to This, 


_ they retchleſly negle& the praQtice of Thoſe , 


and ſeem to lie under the fatal Deluſion of 
a deceitful hope that Vice and Infamy are not 
inſeparable. Now this may ariſe either from 
a more confirm'd Miſtake concerning, or an 


- aRual Tnadvertency to, the true State of the 


matter ; and-in order to remove Both , I ſhall 
endeavour inthe following diſcourſe tc cvince 
the everlaſting Truth, and to prompt you to 
a preſent Conſideration, of the Aſſertion of my 
Text : Righteouſneſs exalteth a Naticn : but ſi ke 3 i 
a reproach to any People. 
In treating of which words I ſhall do theſe 
two things : 
I. I ſhall confider two particular Notions 
of Righteouſneſs - contained in Scripture /, 
| B .2 which 
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which may be accommodated to our preſent 
purpoſe. 

IT. Becauſe both the Aſſertions of my Text, 
( after I ſhall have briefly given you an ac- 
count of the Righteouſneſs. therein mentioned) 
are ſo plain and obvious that I need not vary 
them into any other Propoſitions., I ſhall en- 
deavour to make out diſtin&tly the truth of 
each of *em as they lie before me. 

I. Iamto conſider two, particular Notionsof 
Righteouſneſs contained in Scripture , which 
may be accommodated to. our preſent purpoſe. 
Now Righteouſneſs in Scripture, as it falls 
within the compaſs of our preſent Undertaking, 
may be conſidered either in a more ſtrit and con- 
tfin'd, or a more large and comprehenſive ſenſe. 

Firft, Ina ſtriter and. more confined ſenſe, 
it 15 taken for that Equity which ought to 
be obſerved. both in diſtributive 'and. commu- 
tative Juſtice; in rendring to. every one his 
Right with. regard to more Public and Judicial 
proceedings, and in doing as we would be 
done by in our mutual Dealings and private 

ContraQs with. one another. With-reſpeC& to 
| the 
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the former, Lev. 19. 15. the Jewiſh Magiſtrates 
have this Command given. them : Te ſbal 
fo no Uprighteouſneſs in Judgment , thou ſhalt 
nor reſpect the Perſon of the Poor , nor honour 
the Perſon of the Mighty , but in. Righteouſnefs 
ſhalt thou judge thy Neighbour. And with re- 
gard to the latter, P/al. 15. to the queſtion, 
Who ſhall abide in thy T abernacle , who ſhall dwell 
in thy holy hill? the Anſwer is , he that walketh 
wprightly, ad worketh Righteouſneſs ; and what 
Righteouſneſs is there meant, appears by the 
ſeveral inſtances. of it afterwards enumerated, 
viz. That ſpecketh the truth in bis Heart , that 
backbiteth not with his Tongue., that does :no evil 
to his Neighbour , that ſmeareth to his own hurt 
and changeth not ; that is, who 1s ſincere and 
unreſerv*'d, Charitable and uncenſorious.,, in- 
nocent and harmleſs., and ſo: inflexibly juſt to 
any Promiſes he makes, howeyer diſadvan- 
tagious they may /prove to. his own Intereſt, 
that he continues. honeſt and punQual to *em 
though he be a loſer thereby. Now according 
to this Acceptation of the word , the Righteous 
Man is- he:, who., if:he be a Magiſtrate, has 
ws: the 
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che Courage to ſtem a. popular -Current,,: and 
dares go through . with his Duty, though apr 
poſed by a. potent and reſtleſs FaQtion ; who 
is even and ſteady .in all his Aftions, and 
ſuffers .not himſelf to be byaſsd either - by 
Paſſion or Intereft , but 1n all his Proceedings 
ats without Partiality ; who is neither to be 
brib'd nor aw'd into or out of any thing, but 
1s guided by the Rules of- eternal Juſtice and 
ReCtitude, Conſcience and Equity : Or, if he 
be a private Man, he is one that is fair and 
open 1n all his Dealings ; that does to others 
as he may warrantably expeC&t to receive from 
them ; that makes good his Contracts, and 
performs his Oaths and Promiſes ; that eſchews 
all manner of Fraud and Trick, deceives and 
impoſes upon and opprefſes no Man , and does 
nothing but what he can honeſtly ftand to, 
and juſtify, and modeſtly own without a 
Bluſh. . 

Secondly, Righteouſneſs is uſed in Scripture 
in a more large and comprehenſive ſenſe, as it 
takes in our whole Duty, and includes what- 
ever we are oblig'd to perform towards God, 
.our 
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our- Neighbour, or our'Selyes; all Duty being 
properly Righteouſneſs ; and fo it comprehends 
all manner: of Virtue and Piety;;- Holineſs and 
Sanftiry. Tothis purpoſe, Dewt, 9. 4, 5. Moſes 
dfluading the. People: from 'a vain Opinion of 
their own: Merit, and: the humour'of attribu- 
ting their Succeſſes and Viftories to any thing 
in themſelves, words it after this manner , Speak 
mot thou in thy heart, after the Loyd thy God hath 
caſt them (i. e; the Canaanites) out from before 
thee, ſaying, For my Righteouſneſs the Loyd hath 
brought me to'poſſeſs this Land, Not for thy Righ- 
reouſneſs, or the Uprightaeſs of thy Heart doeſt 
thou go' to poſſeſs their Land, but for the Wickeds 
neſs of theſe Nations the Lord thy God doth drive 
chem out from before thee. Where the Righ- 
teouſneſs which he forbids them- to aſſume to 
themſelves, muſt be ſuppoſed of an equal Lati- 
tude to the Wickedneſs with which he charges 
thoſe Nations, which: was. not merely their 
Idolatry , or any particular ſort of Vice, 'but 
Wickedneſs in general. And: Rom. 6. 13. the 
conſecrating our ſelves entirely to the. ſervice 
of. God, and leading an- holy and pious Life, 


15 
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is called, 4 yielding our Members Inſtruments of 
Righteouſneſs. Arid again, Luke 1. 6. Zacha- 
7:45 and Elizabeth having been ſaid to be righ- 
zeoms before God, the meaning of that Chara- 
Qter appears in the immediately ſubſequent 
words, viz. Walking in all the Commandments 
and Ordinances of the Loyd blameleſs. And ac- 
cording to this Acceptation of the word, the 
righteous Man is he, that fears God, and keeps 
all his Commandments always ; that is De- 
vout and Religious, Holy and Virtuous, and 
doth herein exerciſe himſelf to have always a 
Conſcience void of offence, both towards God 
and towards Men. Now though 't be true, 
that Righteouſneſs taken in the ſtriter ſenſe 
(for the Exerciſe of Juſtice and Honeſty) does 
highly contribute to, and is indeed a neceſſary 
Inſtrument of, the Maintenance and Support, 
the Benefit and Advantage of Civil Societies ; 
yet becauſe in the latter part of the Verſe men- 
tion is made of Sin indefinitely and univer- 
Glly , that the Oppoſition may be entire, I 
preſume the Righteouſneſs ſet againſt it ought 
to be underſtood in the like Latitude. Having 
ſaid 
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laid thus much towards the Explication of 
the Righteouſneſs here mentioned , and fixed 
that Notion of it , which I conceive moſt 
agreeable to the Deſign and Import of my 
Text, I proceed : 

. IT. To make out each of the Aﬀertions con- 
tained therein; And, 

Firſt, That Righteouſuef exalteth « Natiow: 
Now fo far forth as any thing tends to make 
a Nation proſperous and wealthy, and formi- 
dable, ſo far it likewiſe contributes to exalt 
their Honour and Renown ; and that the ex- 
erciſe of an Univerſal Righteouſneſs has a 
Tendency towards the former , will appear 
4n the following Particulars. | 

Firſt, In that it entitles them to the parti- 
cular and extraordinary Favour of God. 

Secondly, In that it preſerves their Union 
and Agreement among themſelyes: 

.. Thirdly, In that it removes the Grounds and 
Occaſions of Fears and Apprehenſions of Dan- 
ger from abroad. _ 

Fourthly, In that it comprehends the praQtice 


of all thoſe things that have a Moral Efficiency 
C. _tewmarde 
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towards. the producing the Honour of a 
Nation. 

Firft, The exerciſe of Univerſal Righteouſ: 
neſs, entitles a Nation to the particular and: 
extraordinary Favovr of God:;; and ſecures him. 
on their ſide, as a Bulwark and Defence, a 
Patron. and. Benefactour to: them. Holineſs, 


and Juſtice, and. Goodneſs. and Truth , are: 


the PerfeCtions of the Deity, and by imitating 


theſe we become like to. God himſelf, and are 


followers of him. as dear Children, reſembling 


their Parents in- Feature and: Diſpoſition ; we: 


have the Similitude and Image of God renew'd 


upon us,, andare made Partakers. of a: Divine 


Nature: And being ſo., we have-all the rea- 
fon in the World to. believe that God is. very 
much delighted and pleaſed with. us., and: 


has a peculiar concern and. regard: for us, of. 
which we may be aſſured to. find: the happy 
EffeQs. For likeneſs.is the Cauſe and Ground: 


of Love; and for the ſame reaſon that he 
loves himſelf, wiz.. becauſe he is. Holy and 
Righteous, Good and Beneficent, &«c. he docs 
certainly love thoſe that imitate him in theſe 
Per- 


kept up, Virtue encouraged and rewarded, 
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PerfeCtions. The Righteous Lord loveth Righ- 
teouſmeſs, his Eyes will (with Complacency ) 
Sehold: the wpright , PIal. ix. 7. So long as 2 
Nation -continue- to -be his People, not only 
upon the unalienable Right of Dominion which 
he has over alt his Creatures, but by a vo- 
Juntary Reſignation and Surrender of them- 


| felves to be govern'd by his Laws; fo long 


they may hope upon good grounds that He 
will be Their God, and accordingly exetcile 
aneſpecial and particular Providence over them. 
They ſhall not only be partakers in common 


with the reſt of Mankind 6f thoſe Emanations 


of Divine Goodneſs that are diffiſed and ſcatter- 


ed through all the World ; but: the Rayes of 


it ſhall be contracted and fixed upon them ; 
They ſhall live under the warmer Influences 
of his Bounty , and their Preſervation be his 
more immediate Care. Indeed it cannot be 


expeQed rhat in a numerous Body of Men 


every one ſhould prove virtuous ; but when 


' in a Society the honour of Religionis zealouſly 


maintained, the public Worſhip of God ftriftly 


C 2 and 
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and Vice diſcountenanced and ounllh'e & 
that a general Vein of Piety runs through it ; 
theſe things do mightily advance it in the 
Divine Favour, and the - contrary as much 
depreſs it. Almighty God declares to the 
Jews, (and conſidering that he always loves 
wiſely, and without any unaccountable Fond- 
neſs, it will hold good of any other People,) 
2 Chrox. 15.2. The Lord i with you while you be 
with him , and if” you ſeek him he will be found of 
you; but if you forſake him he will forſake you. 
And again (which though it be 1n a particular 
Caſe, yet may I ſuppoſe be without any In- 
congruity applied to a Community ) x Sem. 
2. 30. Them that honour me I will honour ; and 
they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly regarded. 
Now the Advantages that accrue to- any Na- 
tion by having attain'd the Divine Favour, 
are apparent and- viſible in this, that he is to 
ſuch as a Friend and Allie ; he proſpers their 
State and defends their Cauſe ; he bleſſes and 
ſeconds. their Endeavours , eſpouſes their In-' 
tereſts, is a Friend- to their Friends, and an 
Enemy to all. their Enemies ; he is their con- 

ſtant 
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ſtant Patron and BenefaQtour, and their aſſured 
Guardian and ProteQour ; he is always in the 
midſt of them , and Encamps himſelf round 
about them ; he encreaſes their Basket and 
Store, and puts them into ſuch a Condition 
that they may lend to many Nations , and 
need not borrow ; and he diſcovers all the 
fly Plots and Machinations, and defeats all the 
unjuſt open Hoftilities that may be attempted 
upon them , ſo that no Weapon form'd againſt 
them ſhall proſper. 

Secondly, The praQtice of Univerſal Righteoul: 
neſs tends to exalt a Nation, in that it promotes 
Union andAgreement between tts Members. Now 
Union 1s fo indiſpenſably neceſſary towards the 
making a People happy, much more towards the 
rendring themGreat,that the-want of it is enough 
to ruine the moſt flouriſhing Kingdom' in the 
World.The adjufting of Supremacy and Subordi- 
nation; a: Power to-Cotmnmand and a Conſent to 


obey , and Agreement to live together in Peace 
and Order, Love and Amity, thoſe areeſſential 


toall Conſtitutionsof Government ; and without 


them any. Society would ſoon degenerate into. 
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2 promiſcu6us-Herd of Salvage Animals, con- 
tinually employ'd in worrying and devouring 
each other. Diſfſemion among a People, - is 
like a latent Difeaſe in an human Body , that 
ſecretly preys upon its Vitals, and from a, State 
of Health and: Vigour , reduces it by Degrees 
to a faint- and languiſhing Condition, and is 
perpetually haftning its Diſſolution. Now 
Pride, Ambition'; Covetouſneſs , Diſcontent, 
Self-conceit , - and other the: like deviations 
from univerſal Righteouſneſs ,' do naturally 
ſeparate Men in Mind and AﬀeCQtion , and make 
them uncharitable and cenſorious., ungover- 
nable and FaQtous. But Religion is a ftrong 
and ſure Ligamenr of Society ; it cements Mens 
AfﬀeRions ,. Uites their Souls, and ties them 
together by the very Heart-ſtrings ; it mol- 
lifies their Natures and ſweetens their Tem- 
pers, and takes away all that roughneſs which 
otherwiſe would make them unfit for Con- 
verſation. It is altogether inconſiſtent with 
the Rules of Righteouſneſs for Men to Hate 
and Malign , to Slander and Reproach, to 
keep up Feuds and Animoſities, and to faſten 
_—___ zdifti> 
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diſtinguiſhing and opprobious Names upon 
each other., Such Practices do direQly tend 


_ £0 diſſolve that Union which it is 'the great 


Deſign of | Religion' to: ſettle! and eſtabliſh. 
The Laws of Chriftianity have provided for 
the Good of Societies by laying: upon: them 
the ftricteft Commands backt with the'higheſft 
Sanctions, to Peace and: Love, to Charity 
and good: Will, to defire and rejoice in and 
endeavour to promote the good'of each other ; 
whereby they become-. a. muttal Relief and 
Supply, Defence and Security, and every 
Member of a'Society has. a ſhare in: every one ;. 
and ſo are ſure of all interchangeable: Offices. 
of Kindneſs and Friendſhip. ' Agreement and 
Inanimity are the Beauty and Strength of any: 
Body Politick:;. and a Kingdom and a City by 
being divided forfeit them: both: ' Now it. is 
one- great End of Chriſtianity, to-conſerve- 


Peace among, Mankind; and-whoever- they be. 


that do not what they can in order thereunto, 
whatever refin'd Names they may afſume to- 


themſelves, I am ſure it is by an- odd: Figure. 


1g Rhetorick that any wiſe Man: will call them. 


Chriſtians.. 
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Chriſtians, There 1s a general Complaint of 
the . Diviſions that are among us , and there 
is too much reaſon for it ; now the Apoſtle 
Rom. 16. 17. bids us to Mark them which cauſe 
Diviſions, ( an Exhortation which by Parity 
of Reaſon will reach as much to Fadtions 
in the State, as to Schiſms in the Church) 
and to avoid ſuch Men. Who they are will 
not eaſily be acknowledged, , each Party .be- 
ing as forward to ſhift. off the Guilt , as they 
are to lament the Misfortune, and I ſhall nor 
here enter into a ſtrict Scrutiny of the Mat- 
ter, being much more deſirous that the thing 
it ſelf were remov'd, than the Perſons barely 
diſcover'd. Only thus much I ſhall ſay, that 
whoever they be, who out of Pride or Self- 
conceit, Peeviſhneſs or Humor, Covetouſneſs or 
Intereſt , Ill-nature or Uncharitableneſs can 
oppoſe and diſturb a moſt excellently form'd 
Government ; or who talking very. much of 
Religion , and PraQticing but little, can ſtrain 
at a Gnat and ſwallow a Camel, and rather 
than ſubmit to an innocent Ceremony, ſeparate 
from the Communion of the beſt eſtabliſht 

Na 1: nal 
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National Church in the World, and Sacrifice 
her Peace to fittle, imaginary , groundleſs 
Scruples; thoſe are they , under what Deno- 
mination ſoever they fafl , who are Cauſers of 
Diviſions, and fo come within the Apoſtles 
Caution, and do indeed contribute very highly 
to the depreſſing and diminiſhing any Society 
they are Members of. 

Thirdly, The PraQice of Univerſal Righteouſ: 
neſs tends to the exalting a Nation, as it 
prevents the Grounds and Occafions of any 
Fears or Apprehenſions of Danger from a- 
broad. Since the World is not govern'd by 
one Univerſal Monarch , but divided into 


ſeveral Kingdoms and Principalities and Re- 


publicks, and ſince ſome ambitions Men will 
be always likely enough, without any juſt 
Pretenfions, when Occafion offers, to en- 
deavour the Enlargement of thetr own Do- 
minions by the Acceffion of new Conqueſts ; 
it is neceſſary to ſupport the Dignity of any 
People that they be able to guard and de- 
fend themſelves againft any foreign Attemts, 


or hoſtile Incurſions of their Neighbours. And 


D this 
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this the PraQtice. of Righteouſneſs does highly 
contribute to , as. by divers other Ways, . {0 
Particularly by giving a general Reputation 
to a People, and ſpreading their Fame wide 
through the World. Societies. of Men are 


judged of by ſome common Genius that chiefly | 


runs through the whole. For a People to be 
generally Induſtrious and Sober and Martaal , 
this. would gain them a ſettled Name and 


Credit. The Neighbouring Nations round. 


about who obſerv'd them. would fay, ſurely 
this is a wiſe and an underſtanding People. 


And this tis manifeſt would very greatly ad-. 


vance them , and make others willing to keep 


up Commerce and enter into Leagues and. 
Alliances with them ; it would render them. 
truly great and formidable , fo that an. Am-. 
butious Neighbour ſhould not think. it ſafe ta. 


Invade them, nor cheap to. Aﬀront. them. 
Whereas. on. the contrary Wickedneſs. does 
fur and reproach. a Nation.; for a People: to 
be for the moſt part vicious and. debauch'd 
and effeminate, this makes them. mean and 
contemtible , and follicites and invites foreign 


Attempts, 


before the Log Mayor. 


Attempts; and by adding Courage to their 


Enemies renders them half-conquer'd before 
they are engaged with. | 

Fourthly, Univerſal Righteouſneſs does imply 
the PraCftice of all thoſe things that have a 
moral Efficiency towards the producing the 
Honour of the Nation. There are none of 
the Virtues which. do not ſome way or other, 
more or leſs, contribute towards the Benefit 
of Society; but there are ſome which are 
more immediately neceſſary to the keeping 
up and Maintenance of its Grandeur ; and the 
Diſpoſition to, and Exerciſe and Habit of theſe, 
does depend upon the PraQtice of all the 
Others. I ſuppoſe it may be ſufficient for me 
to inſtance only in two, viz. Wiſdom and 
Courage ; by the former of which I do not 
mean a certain ſlippery Craft and Wilineſs , 
but a ſolid ſteady Prudence, nor by the lat- 
ter a {ortof raſh and brutal and Valour, but a 
brave and generous Fortitude, Now it will, I 
think, be plain that neither of thoſe can in- 
habit in the Breaſts of vicious Men. For with 


reference. to Prudence , Vice does infatuate 
D 2 their 
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their Minds , and craze their Underſtandings ; 
and render them unfit to manage or deliberate 
of weighty and important Aﬀairs. It renders 
them unable to diſcern , and unaCtive to pro- 
ſecute their trueft and greateſt Intereſts. It 
makes them hot and firy ia their Debates, raſh 
and precipitant in their Reſolutions , and 
giddy and inconſtant in their AQtions. It 
miſguides their Judgments, and expoſes them 
to the danger of frequent fatal Miſtakes ; and 
thereby ſupplants that ſettled Prudence which 
is required to ſupport the Dignity of a Na- 
tion. But ſo long as Men are fteer'd by the 
Rules of Virtue, they are like to have clear 
and diftin&t Apprehenſions of things , and to 
fix on proper Means to. accompliſh their honeſt 
Ends. Their ſight is not deluded. by Pride 
or Paſſion or Intereſt , but they ſee things as 
they are.in themſelves without the falſe ſhapes 
that thoſe or the like Vices are wont to put 
upon them. They ſoon foreſee Dangers and 
take the fureſt Courſe to obviate them; and 
quickly apprehend Inconveniences and make 
the wiſeſt Proviſions againſt them. In like 
manner 
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manner with reſpe& to. Fortitude, Vice daes 
emaſculate the Spirits, and foften the Minds 
of Men and render them unfit for great and 


| hazardous Enterprizes. Intemperance and 


DPebanchery , Luxury and Wantoneſs do tend 
to make Men Impotent and hftleſs, cowardly and 
efteminate, and take off that Hardineſs' of 
Temper which is requiſite to fit them far a 
Mihtary ſtate. The wicked flee when none 
purlue, their Folly and Guilt expoſe them to the 
Terrour and Aﬀright of falſe and Imaginary 
Fears. But now a Man that keeps his Virtue 
and Innocence entire, 1s inſpired with Bravery 
and Magnanimity., and dares meet and de- 
ſpiſe a Danger. Religion rajſes Men to an 
'Heroic Conſtitution of Miad , and fills them 


'with true Courage and Valour, and enſpirits 


and animates them ta do mighty things in 
defence of their Prince, their Country, or 
their Religion. And becauſe' theſe and other 
the like Virtues ſo immediately neceſſary to 
ſupport the Honour of 8 Society, are all foun- 
ded upon the Uniform PraQtiſe of Univerſal 
Righteouſneſs, I think I need ſay no more 
i towards 
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towards the proof that Righteouſneſs exalterh a 
Nation, which is the former Afertion of my 
Text. I. proceed now to ſpeak more briefly 
of the latter , viz. 

II. Sin & a Reproach to azy People. In the 
Management of which I ſuppoſeI need not go 
about to ſhew how fin is a Reproach to a Peo- 
ple as taken complexly and making up a Bo- 
dy Politick; for that I have been doing in 
EffteQ , all the time I have been proving how 
much the PraQtice of Virtue tends to exalt the 
Honour and Happineſs of a Nation ; but 1 
may take the Liberty to make out how Sin is 
a Reproch to human Nature it ſelf, or to 
- Men conſidered ſingly and individually, and ef- 
_ pecially to Chriſtians, Now this will appear 
in the following Particulars : It 1s manifeſtly 
a Reproch to any Man : 

Firſ#, To a& contrary to the Dignity of 
his Nature and the Obligations of his Pro- 
feſſion. : 

Secondly, To violate the DiQtates of his own 
Conſcience. TT 


Thirdh, 
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. Thirdly, To be employed: in doing that 
which ſometime or other he will cortabyy 
wiſh undone. 
Fourthly, To make that his choice which has 
no other tendency than to his Ruine. 
Firſt, It is aReproch to a:Man to act contrary 


' to. the Dignity of his Nature and the Obliga- 


tions. of his Profeſſion. If we conſider our 
ſelves in common but as. Men ,. all Vice 1s be- 
low us; and had we that Reverence which we 
ought to have for our ſelves, we ſhould be 
rais'd above all tentations to it, and be able 
to deſpiſe- and. reje& it. as a: baſe, unmanly 
thing, Sin does deform the native Beauty , 
and degrade the Excellency of Mankind ; their 
Craft turns them into. Foxes, their Fierceneſs 
and Rage into. Tygers, and their Luſt into 
Baboans ; and it 1s little leſs ſhameful for us 
to have the ſame Diſpolitians, than it would 
be to exchange Shape and: Figure with thoſe 


Animals. Bur if we look. upan a. Man as he 


is a Chriſtian, He is one that profeſſes a moſt 


pure and holy Religion, and has agreed. to- 


be. ruled and governed by the Laws. of. the 


Goſpcl,, 
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Gofpel , and folematy vowed in his Baptiſm 
to renounce the Devil and all his Works, and 
obediently to keep Gods holy Will and Com- 
mandements , and continue Chrifts faithful 
Servant to his tives end; now if our Religion 
does ſtridly forbid Men to be diffolute and 
intemporate, Lafcivious and Wanton , Proud 
and Haughty , Cenſorious and Uncharitable . 
Turbukent and Seditions , &c. ay Man who 
allows himfelf in the PraQice of theſe Vices, 
and yet profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian , is falſe 
to his Vow and Promiſe, and an Hypocrite 
to his Profeffion, and IT ſuppoſe it will be 
granted that ir muſt needs be a Reproch to 
be ſo. 

Secondly , Tt is a Reproch toa Man to violate 
the DiQtates of his own Conſcience. The 
Quiet and Peace of our Minds is fo abſolutely 
neceſſary to our Happineſs, that he muft un- 
dergo the Imputation of Folly , that does not 
take care to preſerve them ; but this no. Man 
does who aQts not according to the beſt Princi- 
ples he has : Now the great of our Duty are ſo © 
plain and vifible that all Mankind cannot but 

dif 
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difcerntthem ; and according as they keep up to, 
or deviate from them, ſtand either acquitted or 
condemned to themſelves. But Chriſtians above 
all others have ſo plain, and fo full a Diſcovery 
made to them i in the Goſpel,that they are utterly 
deſtitute ofany Plea of Ignorance, and have no- 
thing left them but to a& according to their 
Knowledge,and liveup to the Precepts contained 
therein. And ſince the doing the contrary will 
make them ftand ſelcondemn'd, be a perpetual 
Sting and Scorpion to their Souls,and continually 
gaul and diſeaſe their Minds, and deprive them of 
that inward Plexfure and Aatisfaftion with which 
the Performance of their Duty would always 
feaſt them, it muſt needs refle& diſgrace upon 
them thus to defeat their own End, and to ſup- 
plant and deſtroy their own Happineſs, of which 
they havea ftrong deſire rooted in their Natures. 
Thirdly, Tt is a Reproch to a Man to be em- 
ploy'd in that which he will ſome time or other 
certainly wiſh undone. It 'was never accoun- 
ted a part of Wiſdom for a Man to exerciſe 
himſelf in ſuch Employments as will turn to 
no account , nor compenſate the time -and coft 
” ' and 
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and pains beſtow'd upon them ; but it 'is down- 
right Folly for him to do that which he, is. aſſu- 
red beforehand he: muſt- repent of. ' And yet 
this. is the inconſiderate Sinners wretched ſtate, 
he is bulie at preſent in preparing himſelf ſad 
future Work. If he continue impenitent ?till 
he be puniſh*d. for his Wickedneſs in the other 
World, there he wall. with a fruitleſs and too 
late Remorſe everlaſtingly Reproch himſelf for 
his. Madneſs and Stupidity ; .or ſuppoſe the beſt 
of his Caſe, 1f he do in this Life betake himſelf 
to ſober Purpoſes and make effeCtual Reſolutions 
of Amendment, yer even then he mult un- 
dergo the Agonies of . a ſevere. Repentance, 
which will be. accompanied with that ſhame 
and ſorrow , that Diſpleature and Indignation 
agaiſt himſelf, which will be much more ſharp 
and pungent, than eyer the fins which produc'd 
it were pleaſant and gratifying: Now what 
is. more inconſiſtent with. the honour. of Reaſa- 
nable Creatures., who are-endued with facul- 
ties which enable them. to foreſee and decline 
a-Danger, than willfully to commit that which 
will end ſo fatally. 47 
| _ Fourthly, 
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that his own Choice which has no other Ten- 
dency than to his Ruing:r; That all the Incon- 
veniences and Miſeries of this Life are the pro- 
per Conſequences of fin.,. and all the Horrours 
and Tortures of the: next will be the anavoida- 
ble Puniſhment of it, is-{0-plain to all that either 


} : Fourthly, It is a Reproch for a Man to make 
L1 
; 


. |. a believe Holy Writ , or conſider the. Nature of 
| things,thatI need not ſtand to prove it. And what 
j a.Reflexion 1s it upon our Credit to chuſe ſm un- 
: der all theſe Diſadvantages ? And yet this we 
| - do.; the Devil himſelf can only tempt and al- 


lure, but cannot force-us to it ;. God has not 
left us under a Neceſlity of ſinning, nor can any 
Temptations prove. irreliftible but through our 
own Fault ; God: will not withhold from us 
ſufficient Grace; if we ask for it, and faithfully 
improve it. And if we may conquer Temtati- 
ons if we will, (z. e.if we concur with the Grace 
of God which he is ready to afford us to that 
end) then .1f we. are wicked, we make ſin our 
own Choice, and muſt not only undergo the 
| unavoidable Preſſures of it,but ſuffer the Reproch 
a } go of the unpitiable State of being miſerable by our 

| 8 E 2 own 


” 2 8 I.E. IE th. tid ben tet attend 


A: Sermon Prench'd, Ke. 


own. EleQion , and merely becauſe we would | | 
be ſo. - 

- I have now done with the Conſideration of | 
each of the Aſſertions of my Text, and I might 
here take occaſion toinfer that the Precepts of 
Virtue and Piety are enjoyn'd us that it may go 
well with us; that God has not impoſed any 


thing arbitrarily upon us, nor merely to exerciſe ws 
EE. his Soveraignty over us ; but has preſcrib'd us 
only ſuch things as are really for the Good and 
Benefit ofall Mankind.either ſingly or in Society. L 
But I ſhall conclude with the Exhortation of the : 


Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 8. Brethren, whatſoever things 
are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
ehings are juft, whatſoever things are pure, whatſo- 
ever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good | A 
report, if there be any Firtue, and if there be any ; 
Praiſe, think 61 theſe things : And the God of 
Peace be with you. Amex. x 
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